Natural control of larval Anopheles albimanus (Diptera: Culicidae) by the predator Mesocyclops (Copepoda: Cyclopoida).
Forty-two ground water sites on the Pacific and Atlantic coasts of Colombia were sampled quantitatively with a plankton net to assess the abundance of mosquito larvae and associated fauna. Many of the sites contained substantial numbers of Anopheles albimanus Wiedemann larvae, but the larvae were virtually absent wherever there were large populations of the copepods Mesocyclops venezolanus, M. longisetus, or M. aspericornis. Mesocyclops were observed to prey readily upon first-instar An. albimanus larvae in the laboratory, but smaller genera of cyclopoid copepods did not kill An. albimanus larvae. We conclude that Mesocyclops may prove useful for biological control of Anopheles.